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      We advocate for an integrated arts and social systems 
approach focused on cognitive development, affective 
awareness, and skills for meaningful communication as the 
framework for youth empowerment. In this environment, 
youth experience awareness of self and others, reflect upon 
ideas, practice decision-making for action, imagine, create, 
and assess self in relationship to the world about them.  
 
 

The Cultural Arts Coalition: celebrating global connections (CAC)  

http://artsCARE.org/cac.intro.shtml 
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Definition of TECHNOLOGY in Miriam-Webster 
 1a: the practical application of knowledge especially  
    in a particular area 
  
In Miriam-Webster Concise Encyclopedia 
 Application of knowledge to the practical aims of 

human life or to changing and manipulating the human 
environment. Technology includes the use of materials, 
tools, techniques, and sources of power to make life 
easier or more pleasant and work more productive. 
Whereas science is concerned with how and why things 
happen, technology focuses on making things happen. 
Technology began to influence human endeavor as soon 
as people began using tools.  
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/technology 
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Miriam-Webster  tells us that “technology” derives from the Greek  

     word technologia, meaning the “systematic treatment of an art.”  

Skills for thinking, communicating, and collaborating are 
fundamental human technologies, informing all human endeavor. 
Literature, dialogue and self-reflection about universal themes ~ 
explored through individual and collaborative art making and 
facilitated in a participant-centered, socially engaged 
environment ~ provide the setting for youth to build upon 
personal strengths and to practice pro-social behaviors.  



 MCSO Lower Buckeye 
Balsz Promise Neighborhood 
     Youth Advisory Council 



 At a facilitated meeting with more than 30 members 
of the MCSO, including teachers, administrators and 
detention officers, one idea was voiced several 
times: “The inmates’ stories are more important 
than their crimes. We need to hear them.”   

 

 From the BPN Community Scan, research from 
interviews highlighted youth feelings that the adults 
in their community did not hear their voices and 
their dreams. The teens expressed sentiments of 
needing to be valued and respected in the 
community where they live.  



 

Guiding Practices for Action  
in our Balsz Promise Community… 
 

 It has to be FUN! 
 

 In a respectful manner have creative 
activities like painting a mural, and 
movement activities for everyone   

   RESPECT-RESPECT  
 

 Focus of building strong families and 
neighborhoods 
 

 Activities to learn how to calm down and 
handle tension 
 

 Plant trees or a small garden in Balsz  
 

 Awareness and education about Nutrition 
and how to stay healthy 
 

 Volunteering by creating more community 
events for everyone 
 

 Leadership offering more workshops that 
help us improve our grades and get jobs 
 

 Honesty-have a discussion about having an 
authentic life and being true to self. 





 

      Warrior’s Wheel 
 

                3 R’s  

 

 

 





  



                                 Mission Statement  
 

“Youth Leaders for change, collaborating with the 
Balsz Promise Neighborhood to promote civic 
engagement and activities that build strong, united 
families and neighborhoods.”  





 





Thoughtful Warrior 
Balsz Promise Neighborhood   

      Youth Advisory Council 



 
 It is essential for us to always remember that, while we may 

have expertise as facilitators and the knowledge to provide 
resources and opportunities to individuals and communities, 
we are not the experts.   

 
 We are invited into communities or institutions to support the 

strengthening of skill sets and, in doing so, to build 
relationships of trust and promise with individuals so that 
they no longer require our assistance.  

 
 We work ourselves out of a job. Our attention should always 

be on the self-sufficiency of these individuals in this 
community, leading to self-determination and positive 
community transformation.  
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